
Quick Facts about James

nHe was the brother of Jesus. He did not believe in Jesus’ divin-

ity until after Jesus resurrected and ascended into Heaven.

nHe was one of the first leaders in the early church.

nMany scholars believe James was the first book written 

chronologically speaking in the New Testament

nSome scholars believe that James is a commentary on the 

Sermon on the Mount from Matthew 5.

nJames was one of the first Christian martyrs when the 

persecution of the church began.

Quick Facts about 1st and 2nd Peter

nBoth are written by Peter towards the end of his life

nPeter references Paul’s letters in his letters and refers to them 

as equal with Old Testament scripture.

nContext of these letters: In the 64 AD a great fire destroyed 

much of Rome. It was widely believed that the Emperor Nero 

was responsible for the fire. However, he blamed the 

Christians for it and this began their persecution. Peter writes 

this letter to offer hope in the midst of suffering.

nSoon after he wrote these letters, Peter was crucified upside 

down.

Week 8
Jul 27–Aug 2



The Death of Lazarus (John 11)

1. Why does Jesus deliberately delay in traveling to see Lazarus 

(v. 6)?

2. Why do you think Jesus wept?

3. How did Jesus respond to Martha when she questioned him 

for taking so long to get there?

4. How did Jesus respond to Mary when she questioned him for 

taking so long to get there?

5. How are the responses different? How do they demonstrate 

the heart of Jesus in identifying with others?

When You Face Trials (James 1)

1. What are some ways that you have been able to “consider it 

pure joy” when you were faced with a difficult circumstance?

2. How does perseverance play into this type of attitude? What 

difficult situation have you had to demonstrate perseverance 

in?

3. James says “every good and perfect gift is from above” (v. 17). 

What are some good gifts that God has given you over this 

past year?

Living for God (1 Peter 4)

1. What type of changes began to take place in your life after you 

gave it to Christ?

2. What did your friends think about this? Did they respect you 

or did they mock you?

3. How do you maintain relationships with friends who do not 

honor God while honoring God with your life?

False Teachers (2 Peter 2)

1. Why do you think it easy for people to follow false teachers?

2. Has there ever been a time when you were persuaded by 

someone who you now view as a false teacher?

3. What are some ways that you can guard against following the 

teachings of a false teacher?
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